REINHARD PODS
BILDER 1979-2024

Fergus McCaffrey Tokyo
January 24 — March 7, 2026
Opening reception: 6-9PM, January 24

Fergus McCaffrey Tokyo is pleased to announce the solo
exhibition of paintings by the German artist Reinhard Pods
(b. 1951, Berlin), marking his first exhibition in Asia. This
exhibition features 15 paintings created between 1979 and
2025, installed across the ground floor and the gallery’s
newly expanded lower level space.

Pods attended the Academy of Fine Arts in West Berlin
from 1971-77, before arriving in New York’s lower Eastside.
There he lived and painted in a loft on Elizabeth Street, and
hung out at CBGB’s and Max’s Kansas City seeing the
Ramones, Blondie, and Talking Heads. He returned to West
Berlin in 1978 and settled on the border of Neu Kéln and Kreuzberg where the new wave and
punk scene converged around the newly opened SO36 club and performance space.

Pods belongs to the generation of German and American artists such as Albert Oehlen, Martin
Kippenberger, Joyce Pensato, Donald Baechler, and Jean-Michel Basquiat who adopted an
expressive and de-skilled means of painting, which discarded conceptualism and minimalism,
and echoed the graffiti covered U-Bahn carriages and
subway cars of Kreuzberg and SoHo in the late 70s and
early 80s. Their art helped to define a new ‘urban
expressionism’ that was a convergence of Street Art, Pop,
and Abstract Expressionism.

Now in his sixth decade of painting and having
experienced decades of anonymity, Pods’ new paintings
“ exhibit a freedom and fluidity of expressive power that
demonstrates a directness and confidence that comes
with years of isolated study. The artist’s painterly language remains largely abstract, and
exhibits the same dynamic roughness, tangible immediacy, and breathless self-assurance of his
earlier work; married to a new palette of pastel-infused oil paint, watercolor, and spray-paint.

The exhibition will be accompanied by ENIGMA PODS, a 53-minute documentary film from
2023 directed and produced by Michael Krause.
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Posters, postcards, and catalogs (Galerie Michael Haas, Berlin, 2025) will be available during
the exhibition, including a limited number of copies signed by the artist.

‘ Reinhard Pods has exhibited extensively in Europe since
the mid-1970s. He withdrew from the public eye in the
mid-1990s, returning recently for acclaimed exhibitions at
Galerie Michael Haas in Berlin and Ziirich, respectively in
2018 and 2012. Pods has been the recipient of numerous
awards including the Villa Romana Prize (1980), the Villa
Massimo Prize (1988), the Will Grohmann Prize (1994),
and the Berlinische Galerie’s Fred Thieler Prize (1996).

About Fergus McCaffrey

Founded in 2006 in New York, Fergus McCaffrey is internationally recognized for its
groundbreaking role in promoting the work of postwar Japanese artists such as Sadamasa
Motonaga, Kazuo Shiraga, and Natsuyuki Nakanishi. The gallery also exhibits the work of
emerging and seminal Western artists such as Marcia Hafif, Birgit Jlirgenssen, Richard Nonas,
Sigmar Polke, and Carol Rama. In 2018, Fergus McCaffrey opened its Tokyo gallery with an
inaugural exhibition of Robert Ryman. In Spring 2025, it organized Asia’s largest-ever exhibition
of Anselm Kiefer at Nijo Castle, Kyoto.

For press inquiries, please contact:
Tel: +81 (0)3 6447 2660

Email: tokyo@fergusmccaffrey.com

Images: 1. Reinhard Pods, Untitled, 1982. Oil and spray paint on canvas. 71 1/8 x 59 1/4 inches (180.7 x 150.5 cm) ©
Reinhard Pods. 2. Reinhard Pods, Untitled, 2022. Oil and notepad on canvas. 71 1/8 x 78 3/4 inches (180.5 x 200 cm)
©Reinhard Pods. 3. Artist.
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